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Impeached again 


BIPARTISAN HOUSE ACTION INDICTS TRUMP 
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Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi raps her gavel Wednesday after the House voted to impeach President Donald Trump for the second time in little over a year. 


President charged with ‘incitement of insurrection’ 


By Lisa MASCARO, 
Mary CLARE JALONICK 
AND JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump was 
impeached by the U.S. 
House for a historic second 
time Wednesday, charged 
with “incitement of insur- 
rection” over the deadly 
mob siege of the U.S. Capitol 
in a swift and stunning 
collapse of his final days in 
office. 

With the Capitol secured 
by armed National Guard 
troops inside and out, the 


House voted 232-197 to im- 
peach Trump. The proceed- 
ings moved at lightning 
speed, with lawmakers vot- 
ing one week after violent 
pro-Trump loyalists 
stormed the Capitol after 
the president’s calls for 
them to “fight like hell” 
against the election results. 

Ten Republicans fled 
Trump, joining Democrats 
who said he needed to be 
held accountable and 
warned ominously of a 
“clear and present danger” 
if Congress should leave 
him unchecked before 
Democrat Joe Biden’s inau- 


guration Wednesday. 

Trump is the only US. 
president to be twice im- 
peached. It was the most 
bipartisan presidential im- 
peachment in modern 
times, more so than against 
Bill Clinton in 1998. 

The Capitol insurrection 
stunned and angered law- 
makers, who were sent 
scrambling for safety as the 
mob descended, and it re- 
vealed the fragility of the 
nation’s history of peaceful 
transfers of power. The riot 
also forced a reckoning 
among some Republicans, 
who have stood by Trump 


throughout his presidency 
and largely allowed him to 
spread false attacks against 
the integrity of the 2020 
election. 

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi invoked President 
Abraham Lincoln and the 
Bible, imploring lawmakers 
to uphold their oath to 
defend the Constitution 
from all enemies, foreign 
“and domestic.” 

Pelosi, D-Calif., said of 
Trump: “He must go, he is a 
clear and present danger to 
the nation that we all love.” 


Turn to Trump, Page 9 
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President Donald Trump 
walks to board Marine One 
on the South Lawn of the 
White House on Tuesday. 


MORE INSIDE 


McConnell: 
No quick trial 


The Senate majority leader 
blocked a quick impeach- 
ment trial for President 
Donald Trump but did not 
rule out that he might even- 
tually vote to convict. 

E Ten GOP House mem- 
bers — including the No. 3 
House Republican leader — 
voted to impeach. Stories 
in Nation & World, Page 10 
E Fourteen members of 
Illinois’ Congressional 
delegation voted to im- 
peach Trump a second 
time. Chicagoland, Page 9 


One political era ends as a new chapter starts 


Madigan’s control over as Welch 


General Assembly OKs sweeping 
criminal justice system overhaul 


By DAN PETRELLA 
Chicago Tribune 


State lawmakers on 
Wednesday passed a 
sweeping overhaul of the 
state’s criminal justice sys- 
tem that would end cash 
bail and eventually require 
every police officer in the 
state to be equipped with a 
body camera. 

The measures, approved 
by narrow margins in the 
final hours of the Illinois 
General Assembly’s lame- 
duck session, were spurred 
on by the public outcry over 
the deaths of George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor and other 
African Americans at the 
hands of police in the last 
year and represent a signa- 
ture accomplishment for 


the Legislative Black Cau- 
cus. 
The Black Caucus suc- 
ceeded in passing three of 
the four pillars of its agenda 
in just five days. In addition 
to the criminal justice legis- 
lation, the caucus also won 
approval for wide-ranging 
measures aimed at address- 
ing inequality in education 
and economic devel- 
opment. 

In another show of its 
political strength, the 
House Black Caucus saw 
one ofits own, Rep. Emanu- 
el “Chris” Welch of west 
suburban Hillside, elected 
to replace embattled 
Michael Madigan as 
speaker, ending the 


Turn to Overhaul, Page 4 
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BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


New Illinois House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch talks 
with reporters Wednesday in Springfield. 


becomes state’s first Black speaker 


By RICK PEARSON, 
DAN PETRELLA, 
JAMIE MUNKS, 

Ray LONG 

AND MEGAN CREPEAU 
Chicago Tribune 


Anerain Illinois’ political 
history came to a historic 
conclusion Wednesday 
when Emanuel “Chris” 
Welch was elected the 
state’s first Black speaker of 
the House after Democrats 
rejected embattled Michael 
Madigan’s bid to maintain 
the single-handed power he 
wielded over the state for 
nearly four decades. 

Welch, an eight-year law- 
maker from west suburban 
Hillside, ultimately won 70 
votes in the 118-member 
Democratic-controlled 


House, 10 more than he 
needed for victory. The vote 
came after months of de- 
bate over whether Madigan 
and the baggage of bribery 
scandal that has circled him 
for months had become too 
heavy a burden for a diverse 
caucus to endure. 

In his acceptance speech, 
Welch urged political and 
racial unity at a time of 
sharp divisions. 

“Today will be the last 
time I talk about us as 
Democrats or Republicans 
because I want to talk about 
us being united. We’re going 
to work together to move 
this state forward,” Welch 
said. 

For Welch, the speaker- 


Turn to Speaker, Page 6 


Sia Tom Skilling’s forecast High39 Low2 


9 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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